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in his hatred of the Brahman brothers, listened readily to
proposals made to him by Moghul emissaries. Although
master of the field he withdrew his troops and allowed
Khan Jehan and his army unmolested to leave their camp,
and to occupy the fortress of Malkhed, the chief bulwark of
the Golconda state. Justly indignant, Abu Hussein recalled
Ibrahim Khan to stand his trial. Ibrahim Khan retaliated
by openly deserting to Khan Jehan with the larger part of
the king's army. Rustum Rao, Madanna Pant's nophcw,
was appointed to the chief command and rapidly restorer!
discipline. But Abu Hussein's mind had been so affected
by Ibrahim Khan's treachery that one night in June he
abandoned Haidarabacl, which he had made his capital, and
fled to Golconda fort. The flight of the king led to a tumult
in the city. The army retreated and fell back on Golconda
in disorder. First the criminal classes and then the imperial
troops plundered Haidarabad and subjected the inhabitants
of both sexes to every kind of barbarity and outrage.
Madanna Pant tried in vain to restore Abu Hussein's courage.
But the king's only thought was to make peace with
Aurangzib. On reaching Haidarabad, Shah Alam did his
best to quell the disorder, and to that prince came the
envoys of the trembling monarch. Shah Alam had no wish
to be over harsh to a Musulman sovereign. Still moro ho
feared his father's jealousy, if he took a fortress that had
once defied Aurangzib's own arms. He imposed a fine of
twelve million rupees and required the cession of Malkhed
and the surrounding districts. Madanna Pant and Akanna
Pant were to be imprisoned and Abu Hussein wa# publicly
to ask of Aurangzib forgiveness for any offence which the
imperial fancy might fasten on him.* These disgraceful
terms were eagerly accepted. In silver chains Abu Hussein
appeared in his oppressor's camp, and prostrating himself
in the dust, implored and obtained pardon for numerous
crimes, very few of which he had committed/}- In regard
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